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villages around, the wide white Arab shirt or smock is not
unfrequently replaced by the closer-fitting, saffron-dyed, silk-
embroidered vest of 'Oman, a garment which recalls to mind
the Anghee or Anghurka common in Western India; instead of
the eternal Kafee'yah, a turban, now large and white, now
coloured and of narrower folds, adorns many a head; the light
red cloak, peculiar, I believe, to the eastern coast, diversifies
ihe blackness of the Arab mantle, while the shining red leather
and elegant shape of Bahreyn or 'Oman sandals protect the
feet better and with more grace than the coarse brown-yellow
productions of the Nejdean shoemaker. Lastly a crooked
dagger, silver-hiltecl and mounted, may here be occasionally
seen at the waist; it becomes universal when we enter the
limits of 'Oman.

Before the subjection of Hasa to the Wahhabee, ornament
and display were the mode in the province, and even now silk
and embroidery appear far more frequently than is consistent
with complete orthodoxy. At the period of the great Ri'ad
reform in 1856, described in a previous chapter of this work,
certain zealous preachers visited Hofhoof, and, deeming it
highly probable that the iniquities of the inhabitants had borne
a share in the late visitation of the cholera, preached copiously
and emphatically a,gainst gay dresses and worldly vanity. But
finding the ramparts of sin proof against all the batteries of
pulpit eloquence, the hands of the missionaries achieved here
as elsewhere what their tongues could not; and while the
depraved wretches of Hasa yet hesitated to tear and cast aside
their unrighteous gewgaws, orthodox Nejdeans lent them their
friendly aid, till, as eyewitnesses assured me, torn silk and
unravelled embroidery literally bestrewed the streets. A fierce
campaign was of course simultaneously waged against tobacco,
which henceforth retired into private life.

Another evil practice, common among the upper classes, was
at this time somewhat subdued, though not entirely got under.
The merchants and traders of Hofhoof and Mebarraz, had from
time immemorial been in the custom of organizing pleasure-
parties especially during the days of vacation from ordinary
business. These intervals of social relaxation lasted often a
week or two at a time, and were generally allotted to the
autumn season. North-cast of JJapa rises a long isolated ridge,